Elizabeth & Zechariah Said Yes
NOV 30 - Advent 1

WELCOME

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only
you can provide. We become impatient while waiting and weary of
keeping awake for your kingdom to come. Free us from reluctance,
and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust
in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may
abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own
righteousness. In Jesus Christ, God has said "Yes" to us. In Jesus Christ

*+ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the
Savior.
Amen.

Opening Hymn “Savior of the Nations, Come” ELW #263

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE LITANY

We light one candle for one God,

The one who comes to us as a baby, swaddled and wailing.
We light one candle for one hope, one light, one salvation.
We light one candle to say YES to the invitation

to participate in the story of God's people.

CANDLELIGHTING SONG (tune of Jesus Loves Me #595)
Jesus loves me! This | know, for the Bible tells me so;

We light candles on this day. God be with us, "yes” we pray.
Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me.

Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.




Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you And also with you.

Lord God, We have grown so jaded, that we hardly even look for the
miracles anymore. Open our eyes, that we might see your good work in
new ways, Amen.

Children’s Time

FIRST READING lIsaiah 2:1-5

'The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In
days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the
highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations
shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall
go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall
judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any
more. > O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

L) The Word of the Lord C) Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14

" Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for
you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; 1% the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw
off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; '3 let us walk
decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. *Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

L) The Word of the Lord C) Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (refrain of Jesus Loves Me)
Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me.
Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.




L) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 15t Chapter.
C) Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 1:5-25, 57-80

> In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from
the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. ¢ Both of them were
righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the
commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no children
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 8Once
when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of

duty, ® he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to
enter the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. ' Now at the time of the
incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.
""Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right
side of the altar of incense. > When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and
fear overwhelmed him. '3 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you
a son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and
many will rejoice at his birth, > for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.
He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be
filled with the Holy Spirit. '® He will turn many of the people of Israel to the
Lord their God. ' With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him,
to turn the hearts of parents to their children and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the

Lord.” '8 Zechariah said to the angel, "How can | know that this will happen?
For | am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.” ° The angel
replied, “I am Gabriel. | stand in the presence of God, and | have been sent
to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 29 But now, because you
did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will
become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.”

21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering at his
delay in the sanctuary. 2 When he did come out, he was unable to speak to
them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept
motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 22 When his time of
service was ended, he returned to his home.

24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she



remained in seclusion. She said, 2> “This is what the Lord has done for me in
this time, when he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace |
have endured among my people.”

>”Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. *8 Her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to
her, and they rejoiced with her. > On the eighth day they came to circumcise
the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. 6 But
his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” ¢ They said to her, “None of
your relatives has this name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his father to
find out what name he wanted to give him. 3 He asked for a writing tablet
and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. ¢ Immediately
his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak,
praising God. > Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were
talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. ¢ All who heard
them pondered them and said, "What then will this child become?” For
indeed the hand of the Lord was with him. % Then his father Zechariah was
filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: %8 “Blessed be the Lord God of
Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. % He
has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his child David, "°as he
spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 7" that we would
be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 7 Thus he
has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors and has remembered his
holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant
us ““that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him
without fear, 7> in holiness and righteousness in his presence all our days.

6 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go
before the Lord to prepare his ways, 7" to give his people knowledge of
salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. 78 Because of the tender mercy of
our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 7°to shine upon those
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the
way of peace.” & The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in
the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.

L) The Gospel of the Lord C) Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN Blessed Be The God Of Israel ELW #250

APOSTLE'S CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS
L) In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting
your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

L) God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and
strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us
your ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace, C) hear our prayer.

L) God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation.
Empower us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world
around us. God of grace, C) hear our prayer.

L) God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast
out words of hate and transform them into words for building up
community. Remake implements of war to sow peace. God of grace,

C) hear our prayer.



L) God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and
companions who are il or despairing (especially . . . and those affected by

HIV and AIDS as we remember World AIDS Day). Surround all with care and
consolation. God of grace, C) hear our prayer.

L) God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down,

and relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture
therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace,
C) hear our prayer.

L) God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the
last, bring us with all the saints (especially) to your holy city where peace
and goodness make a home. God of grace, C) hear our prayer.

L) Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. C) Amen.

PEACE
L) The peace of Christ be with you always. C) And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY “In the Bleak Midwinter” #294 verse 3
OFFERING PRAYER

L) Let us pray.... God of every good gift, We offer what we have back to
you, knowing that your son is the greatest gift we will ever receive.
Grant us glad and generous hearts, ever and always, Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

L) The Lord be with you.

C) And also with you.

L) Lift up your hearts.

C) We lift them to the Lord.

L) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C) It is right to give our thanks and praise.

L) It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when




he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,we praise your
name and join thetr unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW 207

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heav’'n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,

hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirtt, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.




For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant
us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ALL ARE WELCOME)
L) The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.
C) Thanks be to God.

** Bread is Gluten Free. A Non Alcoholic option is in the center of the
trays.

COMMUNION
L) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. C) Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

L) Let us pray.... Christ Jesus, You have fed us with love incarnate, and
we are utterly changed. Send us forth from this meal to be forces for
change in this world, as we find the YES within each of us, Amen.

BLESSING

May God bless you with courage, as you seek the YES within you;

May Christ be born again in every risk you take for the sake of the world;
And may the Holy Sptrit remind you, again and again, that you are never
alone, and that you are loved beyond measure. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Beautiful Savior ELW #838

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.




