ELW Service of the Word
January 1, 2023




WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L) In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C) Amen.

L) Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C) Amen.

L) Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

L) Most merciful God,

C) we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

L) God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of +
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C) Amen.

GATHERING SONG “What Child is This” ELW 296



What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar - y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es - tate where ox and ass are feed - ing?

3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings;let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and  an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her 1lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail. hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy,  joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837—1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

GREETING

L) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C) And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L) The Lord be with you C) And also with you.

L) Let us pray.... O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our
own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the
needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

WORD



FIRST READING Isaiah 63:7-9

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD,
because of all that the LORD has done for us, and the great favor to the house of
Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the
abundance of his steadfast love. 8For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely”; and he became their savior °in all their
distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in his
love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all
the days of old.

L) The Word of the Lord C) Thanks be to God.

Psalm 148

'Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
’Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.

“Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
°Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were
created,

*who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall
not pass away.

"Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;

8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;

"Ywild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

"sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
’young men and maidens, old and young together.

13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose
splendor is over earth and heaven.

“The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING Hebrews 2:10-18

191t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation
perfect through sufferings. ""For the one who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them
brothers and sisters, '2saying, “l will proclaim your name to my brothers and
sisters, in the midst of the congregation | will praise you.” *And again, “l will put
my trust in him.” And again, “Here am | and the children whom God has given
me."” 14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise



shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who
has the power of death, that is, the devil, >and free those who all their lives
were held in slavery by the fear of death. '°For it is clear that he did not come to
help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. ""Therefore he had to become
like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for
the sins of the people. ®Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he
ts able to help those who are being tested.

L) The word of the Lord C) Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL/ SERMON
HYMN OF DAY “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR" ELW 282
It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It camec up - on the mid - night clear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And vou, be - neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,

from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:

and still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - 1y world.
who toil a - long the climb-ing way with pain - ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the udme fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’'n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low - 1ly plains they bend on hov -'ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on the wing;
when peace shall o - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,

The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be - side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gcls sing.

Text: Hdmund . Sears, 1810—-1876

Music: CAROL., Richard S. Willis, 1819—-1900C

14
APOSTLE’'S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended into hell,

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L) With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ's coming into the world, we pray for
the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family.

L) Merciful God, broaden the church’s hospitality and welcome. Open our hearts
to any in need of refuge and help, especially those who are persecuted. Prosper
the work of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services. God of grace, C) hear
our prayer.

L) Life-giving God, restore the health of the soll, the seas, and the air. Increase
the joy and praise of all living things. In the coming year strengthen local,
national, and international efforts to prevent further harm to the environment.
God of grace, C) hear our prayer.

L) Liberating God, deliver your people from cruel oppression. Increase justice in
every nation and keep the dream of freedom alive. In this new year bring the
blessing of peace and put an end to violent conflict throughout the world
(regions in turmoil and conflict may be named). God of grace, C) hear our
prayer.

L) Uplifting God, raise all who are bowed down by trouble and need, especially
individuals and families living in poverty (and those we name now). Protect and
nurture all children. Sustain those who parent, teach, and care for the young.
God of grace, C) hear our prayer.

L) Abiding God, accompany this community in the coming year. Increase our
love for one another and the neighbors we serve. Enrich our worship and
deepen our faith. Sustain our pastor/s (name/s) and all who minister in your
name. (Specific ministries or individuals may be named.) God of grace, C) hear
our prayer.



L) Loving God, the holy innocents who perish in every generation are safe in
your keeping. We give you thanks and praise for the all the faithful who have
gone before us into everlasting life with you. God of grace, C) hear our prayer.

L) Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God. C) Amen.

PEACE
L) The peace of Christ be with you always. C) And also with you.

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING “FROM HEAVEN ABOVE" VS1-3 ELW 268

From Heaven Above
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1 “From heav’n a - bove to carth I come to bear sood
2 “To you this night is born a child of NMar - W,
3 ““This 1s the Christ, God’s Son most high, who hears your
Inserr additional stanzas as desired.
12 Ah, dear - est Je - sus, ho - 1y child, pre - pare a
13 My heart for ve - 1y joy now leaps; my voice no
14 “*Glo - 1y to God in high - est heav’n, who un - to
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news to ev - ry home! Glad tid - ings of great  joy 1
cho - scn vir - gin mild: this ncew - born child of low - 1y
sad and bit - ter Ccry, who will him - self your Sav - ior
bed, soft, un - de - filed, a qui - et cham - ber in my
long - er s1 - lence keeps; I Loo must S1ng with joy - [ul
us the Son has giv'n.” With an - gcls sing in pi - ous
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bring to all the world., and glad - 1y sing:
birth shall be the joy of all the carth.
be and from all sin will set you free.”
hcart, that you and 1 may ncv - cr part.
tongue the sweet - est an - cient cra - dle - song:
mirth a glad new year to all the carth!

4 “The blessing that the Father planned 8 Welcome to carth, O noble Guest,
the Son holds in his infant hand, through whom this sinful world is blest!
that in his kingdom, bright and (air, You turned not from our needs away:
you may with us his glory share.” how can our thanks such live repay?

5 “These are the signs that you will see 9 O Lord, you have created all!
to let you know that it is he: How did you come to be so small,
in manger-bed, in swaddling clothes to sweetly sleep in manger-bed
the child who all the earth upholds.” where lowing cattle lately led?

6 Now let us all with joyful cheer 10 Were earth a thousand times as [air
go with the shepherds and draw near and set with gold and jewels rare,
to see this wondrous gift of God, still such a cradle would not do
the blessed child to us bestowed. to rock a prince so great as you.

7 Look, look, dear friends, look over there! 11 For velvets soft and silken stuff
What lies within that manger bare? you have but hay and straw so rough
Who is that lovely little one? on which as king so rich and great
The baby Jesus, God’s dear Son. to be enthroned in humble state.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483 -1546; . Luthierarn Book of WorsTiip
Music: VOM HIMME]L. HOCH, attr. Martin Luther; V. Schumann, Geistliclie Lieder, 1539
Text © 1978 Luthierart Book of Worshiip, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license tfrom copvright administrator.

OFFERTORY “CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART"”



Create 1n Me a Clean Heart
Offerinng Song
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your sal - wva - Gon. and up -hold me with your [ree Spir - il

Music: Richard W. Hillert, h. 1923
Music ©@ 1978 Lutherart Book of Worsfiip, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license trom copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

L) Let us pray....God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have
offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your
table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the
abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word
made flesh. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

L) Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made
all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and
brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God,

C) we give you thanks and praise.

L) By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

C) we give you thanks and praise.

L) Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

C) we give you thanks and pratse.

L) Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith,
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful
to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever. C) Amen.



L) Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
L) God bless you and keep you, Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit
send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. C) Amen.

SENDING “GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN" ELW 290

Go Tell It on the Mountain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - ry - where:
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing o’er si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem - bled when, lo, a - bove the cearth
3 Down in a lone - 1y man - ger the hum - ble Christ was born:
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be - hold., through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho - rus that hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.
and God sent us sal - wa - tion that bless-ed Christ-mas IMOTTY.
Text: African American spiritual, refrain: John W. Work Jr., 18721925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL 11, Alrican American spiritual

DISMISSAL
L) Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
C) Thanks be to God.



