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ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 
September 7th, 2025 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING HYMN    “Jesus Loves Me”    ELW 595   
 
GATHERING 
L) The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
L) Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. C) Amen. 
L) Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C) Amen. 
 

L) Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
L) Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
L) God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name 
of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. C) Amen.  

GREETING 
L) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. C) And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE ELW 204 
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
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Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L) The Lord be with you C) And also with you.  
L) Let us pray…. Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual 
help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may 
glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
adversity. 16 If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am 
commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and 
observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live 
and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that 
you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not 
hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare 
to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and 
earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may 
live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that 
means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that 
the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
L) The Word of the Lord C) Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 1 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, and they meditate on God’s 
teaching day and night. 
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3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 
with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
4 It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows 
away. 
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the 
sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked 
shall be destroyed. 
 

Gospel Acclamation ELW 205 
C) Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 

L) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 14th Chapter. 
C) Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to 
them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my 
disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete 
it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and 
was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against another 
king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand 
to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he 
cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks 
for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if 
you do not give up all your possessions.” 
L) The Gospel of the Lord C) Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     “WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME”  ELW 798 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
L) Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 
 

L) We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to 
your love for all people. Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the 
forces of death. God of grace, C) receive our prayer. 
 

L) We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain 
farmlands, animals, and waters; restore places affected by calamities; and 
shield coastlands from rising seas. God of grace, C) receive our prayer. 
 

L) We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and 
compassion to care for the marginalized. Equip them for actions that further 
the common good. God of grace, C) receive our prayer. 
 

L) We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely (especially). 
May they find healing through your love and the care of those around them. 
Lead us to be your hands and feet in the world. God of grace, C) receive our 
prayer. 
 

L) We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. 
Refresh our hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another. We pray 
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that our sharing of faith may transform lives. God of grace, C) receive our 
prayer. 
 

L) We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. 
Surround them with your divine mercy, that they find peace and rest in your 
loving embrace. God of grace, C) receive our prayer. 
 

L) We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
redeemer and friend. C) Amen. 
 

PEACE 
L) The peace of Christ be with you always. C) And also with you. 
 

OFFERING   
OFFERTORY  “ WE ARE AN OFFERING” ELW 692   
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
L) Let us pray…. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your 
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and 
our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the 
world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
L) The Lord be with you. 
C) And also with you. 
L) Lift up your hearts. 
C) We lift them to the Lord. 
L) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C) It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
L) It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all 
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW 207 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant 
us peace. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ALL ARE WELCOME)  
L) The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
C) Thanks be to God.  
 

** Bread is Gluten Free. A Non Alcoholic option is in the center of the 
trays.  
 

COMMUNION    
L)  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. C)  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
L) Let us pray…. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your 
heart, and nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and 
blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to 
proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING 
L) The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your 
hearts; and the life of the Spirit bless you and give you peace. C) Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  “Just A Closer Walk”  ELW 697 
   

DISMISSAL 
L) Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
C) Thanks be to God.  

 


