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 Message from Council President 

The year has flown by. This is my last year serving as Council President. I had a busy year 

myself and have been blessed by so many who step up and help. This made me search for a 

Bible verse that would talk about this. 

I found Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them 

falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help 

them up. 

I have seen how this works. The church has been blessed with an excellent staff. They have 

stepped in and helped where they are needed. We do not have a Pastor, but we have staff 

that will step in and help each other or anyone else that may need it. They help each other 

and support each other. We are Blessed with an amazing Gifts group. They have stepped up 

and gone above and beyond to keep our church running and being here for us. This all 

takes Team work. We have amazing people in our congregation that give so much time and 

talent to Oak Valley!   It is not easy not having a pastor. We have also been very fortunate to 

have Pastor Russ be there for us when we need him. He is at our council meetings. He is at 

the church when he is needed and he is a sounding board for our Gifts people. 

Two are better than one, but a whole congregation of people working together is the best! I 

want to say Thank you to everyone because it is what makes everything run smoothly when 

we work and support each other together. 

The comment made about this verse was: Nobody climbs Mount Everest alone. To accom-

plish great things, we all need teammates and a supporting cast to pick us up – and we 

need to look for opportunities to pick up others as well when they stumble.  

May we continue to pick each other up! 

Denise Krumwiede 

Council President  
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Oak Valley Lutheran Church Annual Meeting Minutes 

January 29th, 2023 

Recording meeting minutes 

Council President, Denise Krumwiede, called the meeting to order at 11:36 am. 

The order of business will change as printed in the booklet. The Budget will follow the Synod Assembly Delegates. 

36 voting members present with 11 online. 

Sherie Heine from the WND Synod office opened with a word of prayer.  

Secretary’s Report: 

Marlowe Kittelson made a motion to approve the January 30th, 2022, Annual Meeting Minutes as written. Seconded by 

Missy Rohrbeck. Discussion. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Colleen Bakken made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report to include the Roof Loan Liability balance. Seconded by 

Bonnie Feist. Discussion. Motion carried with correction. 

Committee Reports: 

Colleen Bakken noted that on page 10 of the Annual Report, under the Personnel Committee, it should say “Submitted by 

Personnel Committee” and not “Property Committee”. 

Organizational Reports: 

Denise made a correction to page 20 of the Annual Report. Under the “Total Average Attendance (online & in person) for 

the year 2020 it should be 175 instead of 85, for the year 2021 it should be 119 instead of 60, and for the year 2022 it 

should be 99 instead of 50. 

Elections: 

There are six seats available on the Oak Valley Council. (4) three-year term and (2) one year term.  The committee has 

submitted the following candidates: Carmen Redding, Heather Tudor, Sanford Slinde, Kerry Clark, Thelma Lysne and 

Bonnie Pedersen. 

Maria Norbury made a motion for nominations to cease. Seconded by Kaia Zietz. Discussion. Motion carried. 

Motion made by Marlowe Kittelson to approve the six candidates as listed. Seconded by David Thom. No discussion. Mo-

tion carried. 

Unfinished Business: 

Tracy Ulland, Financial Administrator, gave a report on the Roof Loan liability amounts. Annual payments are due in No-

vember of each year with a 5% rate of interest.  

The Roof Savings account stands at $129,689.53. 

Lending Agency:  Liability Amount: Payment Due:  

Bank of North Dakota  $238,000.00  $19,028.82 

Peoples State Bank of Velva $197,442.81  $15,802.43 

Total    $435.442.81  $34,831.25 

New Business: 

Colleen Bakken mentioned that the present Council members have made a verbal agreement with Carmen Redding to re-

side in the parsonage. The agreement is that she will vacate the premises once a new Pastor is called. John Ulland will take 

pictures of the parsonage before Carmen has fully moved in. 

Synod Assembly Delegates: 

WND Synod Assembly is on June 2-4th 2023 in Bismarck, ND. 
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Delegates interested in attending WND Synod Assembly are Bonnie Pedersen, Maria Norbury, Missy Rohrbeck, Denise 

Krumwiede and Thelma Lysne. Voting delegates will be determined at the next regularly scheduled Council meeting. 

Additional Discussion: 

Pastor Sue Lynn White has terminated her call at Oak Valley Lutheran Church so there will be a need to form a Call Com-

mittee. Members expressing an interest in being on this committee are as follows: Carlotta Johnson, Tracy Ulland, Denise 

Krumwiede, Ryan Klein, Heather Tudor, and Bruce Carlson. Members will be determined at the next regularly scheduled 

Council meeting. 

Approval of Budget: 

Tracy Ulland, Financial Administrator, presented the 2023 Annual Budget with the following corrections/changes: 

The budget report is changed to “As of 12/31/2022”. 

Learning:  Line (5) Camp Scholarships:  Suggestion made by Sanford Slinde to change line item to $1,000.00 to be donat-

ed to Metigoshe Ministries. Maria Norbury made a motion for the line item to be changed to “Camp Benevolence” and the 

budget amount to change from $500.00 to $1,000.00. Seconded by Sanford Slinde. Discussion. Motion carried. 

Serving: No changes. 

Worshiping: Line (16) Equipment: David Thom pointed out that the Music Fund has received a donation and that the Wor-

ship Committee is considering purchasing a screen projector & laptop to be installed in the sanctuary to be used by the 

Music Ministry members. David Thom made a motion that the Worship Committee consider the purchase of a screen pro-

jector & laptop with Council approval of submitted bid. Seconded by Bruce Carlson. Discussion. Motion carried. 

Supporting - Property: Line (14) Roof Loan payment: Tracy corrected the amount from $35,018.42 to $34,831.25. Motion 

made by Bruce Carlson to pay $100,000.00 from the Roof Fund to the Roof Loan. Seconded by Galen Duchsherer. Dis-

cussion. Motion carried. David Thom asked Tracy if the Insurance premium will change after the new roof was installed. 

Tracy said that it will increase from the budgeted amount of $11,500.00 to approximately $12,096.00. Fred Price ques-

tioned the 4% interest kick-back from the BND loan. Motion made by Fred Price to apply the 4% interest kick-back pay-

ment from the BND to the PSB loan. Seconded by Gayla Kittelson. Discussion. Motion carried. 

Supporting-Personnel: Marla Erickson made a motion to add health insurance, in the amount of $12,000.00 under the Pas-

tor Package. Seconded by Gayla Kittelson. Discussion. Motion carried. Line (23) Custodian Salary: Amy Heisler has re-

fused to accept the 3% wage increase as voted by Council. Line (24) Financial Administrator Salary: Tracy Ulland has re-

fused to accept the 3% wage increase as voted by Council. David Thom made a motion to give a 5% wage increase to Kaia 

Zietz, Office Administrator, instead of the 3% increase as voted by Council. Seconded by Maria Norbury. Discussion. Mo-

tion carried. 

Welcoming: No changes. 

Revenues: No changes. 

Motion made by Sanford Slinde to approve the 2023 budget with corrections. Seconded by Amy Heisler. Discussion. Mo-

tion carried with (1) opposed. 

Motion made by John Ulland to adjourn. Seconded by Bonnie Pedersen. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 1:44 pm.  

Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Submitted by, 

Colleen Bakken 

OVLC Council Secretary 
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 2023 has sure shown me that God will provide…the proof is in the pudding as the saying goes!  

We started our year off by hosting a Minot Area LYO event at Oak Valley for Confirmation and LYO 
youth. Four area Lutheran churches and their Confirmation/LYO youth joined us. We served supper, 
played games, enjoyed fellowship and prayer time together.  

Twice we offered 1st Communion classes where all ages were welcome, one in the spring and one in 
the fall. Four of our Pathfinder Sunday School aged youth participated in and completed the faith 
milestone. April & May ushered in Confirmation Sunday and Senior Sunday. We celebrated as we 
welcomed 11 of our 8th grade Confirmation youth into membership with Oak Valley. Eleven of our 
graduating high school seniors received their senior quilts and our blessings over the next chapter of 
their lives.  The Confirmation and LYO youth hosted another Velva’s Got Talent with funds raised to 
go towards the upcoming New Orleans youth trip.  

We splashed into summer with two vacation bible schools. 2023 was our first year of offering a pre-
school summer bible camp. We offered the 1-day camp for 3 yr – Kindergarten ages. The children 
learned about rainbows and how rainbows symbolize God’s promises to us. We charged a small fee 
to cover camp costs with the remaining monies going to the New Orleans youth trip. We welcomed 
over 12 kids. We had 5 of our LYO youth run this day camp. Together with the Velva Methodist 
Church, we welcomed over 37 community youth ages 1st – 6th grade for our weeklong bible camp 
with Metigoshe Ministries where the youth learned about the Holy Trinity. We had 5 of our LYO youth 
help assist with the day camp.    

With the registration deadline for 2024 National ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans fast ap-
proaching, decisions on commitment and final travel itinerary proposals were made and distributed 
to the eligible Confirmation and LYO youth of Oak Valley. We had 19 youth and 4 adult chaperones 
commit to attending the Gathering in July of 2024. What a blessing that God is moving through so 
many of our youth. With an estimated total of $60,000 to cover our group trip expenses we now have 
some major fundraising efforts to plan and complete! And just as God promises that he will provide, 
the parents of these 19 youth have been amazing in assisting with the planning and implementation 
of fundraising campaigns. And, I couldn’t forget to mention all the support shown from the congre-
gation and community members. You continue to “show-up” and you are making all the difference 
for these youth. Please see the attached financial information regarding this trip and our fundraising 
progress. In July, a handful of our Confirmation and LYO youth and their parents hosted concessions 
for the Babe Ruth baseball tournament in Velva in July. The group earned $1,500 to apply towards 
the upcoming New Orleans trip.  

I spent the remaining summer revising the Confirmation and Sunday School curriculums. One of the 
changes made was transitioning our Confirmation program from a 3-year program with 6th-8th grad-
ers to a 2-year program with 7th & 8th graders. We also implemented a monthly curriculum rotation 
where we will spend a weekly class each month focusing on immersing ourselves in His word, service 
projects, inviting the youth’s parents for a lesson and inviting the high school LYO youth for a lesson 
respectively.  

Confirmation and Sunday School programs resumed in September with Confirmation classes contin-
uing to meet on Wednesday nights and Pathfinders continuing to meet in the middle of Sunday 
morning church services. We currently have twenty-three 7th & 8th graders enrolled in Confirmation 
classes. We are averaging approximately 25 Sunday School youth in classes each Sunday. One excit-
ing new addition is our time of “Holy Commotion” during Sunday morning services. The youth and 
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adult congregation members alike enjoy making a Holy Commotion with our musical instruments 
at the front of the church. It’s been a great way to introduce new songs to the youth and for 
them to sing along to their familiar favorites. Our struggle to offer effective and meaningful mu-
sic worship time for our Sunday School youth continues. We are currently offering music through 
YouTube on a smart tv in the youth commons area of the lower level of the church. While this 
works as a short-term solution we could really use some live leadership and direction of those 
with musical talents.   

Oak Valley along with the other local churches gathered together on September 27th for National 
“See You At The Pole” Day. Students and adults gathered at the flagpole at Velva Public School 
prior to the school’s first bell to pray for and over each other and the new school year. We had a 
great turnout this year with each year seeing more attendees at the gathering. In October, two of 
our LYO youth attended Western North Dakota SYNOD LYO Gathering in Mandan. Kenzie Peder-
sen fulfilled her 2-year term on the LYO SYNOD Board as the Lonetree Conference Representa-
tive and Hailee Cree was elected to fill her position. In November, our Confirmation youth at-
tended the Minot Area LYO event hosted by Bethany Lutheran Church in Minot. The youth en-
joyed an evening of service projects, games and fellowship. Beginning in November, fundraising 
efforts for the New Orleans LYO Gathering really began to pick up. Current fundraisers included a 
pancake breakfast, all you can eat soup bar, Papa John’s pizza cards sales, baseball concessions, 
Hot Stuff pizza sales and farm equipment cleaning. The youth have several more fundraisers 
planned for 2024 so make sure to keep watching for updates and event campaigns!  

Our 2023 year ended with the Confirmation youth celebrating with a class Christmas party and 
our Pathfinder Sunday School youth performing their silhouette styled Christmas program. 

 

Thank you for all your continued support and prayers for this ministry. May you see God’s bless-
ings everywhere you look in 2024! 

 

Elizabeth Colby 

Youth & Family Director 
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE AND OTHER REPORTS 

GIFTS (Growing in Faith to Serve)  
 

Oak Valley Lutheran Church has a very active GIFTS (Growing in Faith to Serve) group that includes 
Jackie Schmaltz, Bruce Carlson, Tracy Ulland, Elizabeth Colby, Carmen Redding and Thelma Lysne. 
We are helping with Saturday evening service and Sundays while we are without a pastor. We do 
weekly text study, which is available for any member to attend. Bruce and Thelma are doing pulpit 
supply in area churches quite regularly as the need for pastors is so great at this time.  
 
We would love to have more members so if you think this is something that you may be interested 
in please contact one of the GIFTS members . This isn’t just for those who wish to do pulpit supply. 
There are other ministries that people are needed to fill. Ministries such as visitation, and building 
your faith, or however you would like to serve. Keep this group in your prayers please. Your support 
is greatly needed and appreciated.  
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 Archives/History Committee 
  

We finally have sent in the old vhs tapes and cd’s that were stored in the archives room to Forever 
to be digitized. Can’t wait to share with you in 2024 the videos that were digitized and brought 
back to life to view and reminisce. The display cases in the narthex are fun to expose artifacts and 
memories of our church, please let us know if something intrigues you and or if you would like to 
see something different in the cases. 

Work is always in progress when it comes to this committee. We are always trying to restore and 
preserve our memories but still make new ones. Kaia, Denise and Tracy continue on their down time 
to scan items into our cloud storage with Forever and organize the archives room. Thelma has as-
sisted with the inventory and historical information. 

If you are interested in being part of our committee, please contact the church office. 

Continue to make memories, 

Archives/History Committee-Thelma Lysne, Denise Krumwiede, Kaia Zietz and Tracy Ulland 
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Stewardship Committee 
Stewardship…the giving of our time, talent, and treasures to the glory of God. Our con-
gregation is blessed by you! Thank you for the many ways that you give to continue to 
carry out our Mission Statement: Fed. Strengthened. Sent. 

The benevolence to WND Synod of 7.6% of the General Offering totaled $12,755.00. 

The benevolence to outreach charities of 1% of the General Offering totaled $1,677.00. 

Lent Offering benevolences were to the Roof Fund and the Oak Valley WELCA for the 
campers. The amounts were $2,144.50 each. 

The benevolence to Metigoshe Ministries was a total of $1,000.00. 

You may find a more detailed breakdown of these benevolences in the budget section. 

There were 8 nominations for the Be a Blessing Campaign. We are thankful for these in-
dividuals/families that continue to bless our church. 

Sincerely, 

Colleen Bakken 

Denise Krumwiede 

Bonnie Pedersen 

Pam Duchsherer 



 

 

 Property Committee 
 

Management of Cemetery (Maintenance & Mowing) 
Cemetery: Trinity, Bethania, Verendrye, & St Paul and 1 Sexton 
Thank you Jim Olson, Eric Ulland and myself for mowing. 
 
2023 Projects and Accomplishments 
Carpet installed in downstairs assembly 
Transition strips on fellowship hall hardwood flooring 
Rain gutters and heat tape in courtyard 
Slide for food pantry to transport boxes up and down 
Gene built desk for streaming equipment in balcony 
Fixed screen door on patio at parsonage 
Small minor repairs at parsonage 
 
Special thanks to Sanford Slinde and Gene Watne for stepping up and getting most of this stuff 
completed. Without their help it would not have been possible. 
 
Another thanks to Bruce Carlson and Tracy Ulland, the roof committee for all your efforts in cam-
paigning and fundraising to raise money to pay down roof loan. And a huge shout out to our 
anonymous donor for the matching funds donation. 
 
2024 Future Projects 
Resurface parsonage garage floor 
Resurface driveway 
 
Special thanks for Carmen Redding for keeping an eye on the parsonage. 

 

Submitted by Property Chairman-John Ulland 
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 Personnel Committee 
 

Our Church has been blessed with some pretty amazing GIFTS leaders while our search for a new 
pastor continues. A big round of applause to all our hardworking employees who kept the ship 
sailing smoothly this past year! A special shoutout to Pastor Russ Lambert, our intern pastor who 
provided unwavering guidance and pastoral support during this time. 

Your awesomeness is beyond measure! 

 

Submitted by Personnel Committee-Bonnie Pedersen 
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Constitution Updates 
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OAK VALLEY MEN’S REPORT 
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The volunteerism of the men in our church is amazing!! Thanks to all of you that are active and 
make good things happen at our church.  

The first “thank you” goes to master craftsman, Gene Watne. His skills working with wood are a 
true blessing. Check out the slide from the fellowship hall down to the food pantry! Thanks to 
Gene, moving heavy boxes of groceries downstairs to the food pantry is much easier. Another 
example is the new music holder at the clavinova. He’s even got fancy music scrolls to hold the 
books!! Then Gene hosted a men’s group walleye fishing day at Van Hook. We had three boats 
full of the men that could attend that day and we all came home with wonderful walleye fillets. 
Thank you Gene for all you do for the church!!  

I’m glad to report we made a net profit of $2,127.74 at this year’s lutefisk feed. The increased 
charges per plate were not a problem. Everybody was so generous when they knew all the prof-
its were going to the “reroof the church” project! Thank you everyone for your donations and 
help! Johnny Johnson, project chairman came through again wonderfully with only one com-
plaint. The problem was that we did not serve homemade pie for dessert. Ladies, we will need to 
ask you to please help us out next year with your wonderful baking talents!  

In the line of men’s group “expenses”, everything was routine except the $1000 annual pledge 
payment for the roof. I’m extremely happy with a $3,127.74 total payment to the church for the 
roof this year. These payments were doubled by the generous anonymous donor which is an-
other story and blessing from God.  

Thanks again to everyone who worked at the lutefisk supper and who helped to make the men’s 
group successful. We have an excellent ending balance which lets us have seed money for next 
year’s expenses.  

With that I give you “Jumalan Rauha” which is God’s Peace!  

Bruce Carlson  

http://127.0.0.74/
http://127.0.0.74/
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Velva Community Food Pantry & 
Back Pack Program 

 
 

Financial Report 
 

 
 Ordinary Income/Expenses Jan– Dec 2023 

Income: Amount 

        Direct Public Support– Food Pantry 10,669.89 

        Direct Public Support– Backpack Buddies 6,816.67 

Total Income $17,486.56 

Expense  

          Operations  

                    BP Supplies 3,069.01 

                    FP Supplies 4,355.94 

                    Food Pantry Groceries 3,704.52 

Total Expense $11,129.47 
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MEMORIALS 

GENERAL MEMORIALS 
in memory of: 

Vern Heizelman 
Wayne Lee 
Neal Feist 

Dixie Desilets 
Lois Petersen 
Rolly Loken 

Marvin Loken 
June Willoughby 

Carol Bickler 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
in memory of: 
Claudette Merk 

Irene Ellison 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
in memory of: 

Roy Jensen 
Carmen Ruud 

Claudette Merck 
 

LYO FUND 
In memory of: 
Carmen Ruud 

 
BUILDING FUND 

In memory of:  
Norma Effertz 
Lois Petersen 

 
CEMETARY FUND 

In memory of:  
Norma Effertz 

Wayne Lee 
Yabo 

Neal Feist 
Ardella Helstedt 

ROOF FUND 
In memory of:  
Irene Ellison 

Carmen Ruud 
Floyd Anderson 

Jackie Krumwiede 
Bill Krumwiede 

Yabo 
Linus Bauer 
Neal Feist 

Cliff Gjellstad 
Ron Everson 
Merle Holte 

Claudette Merck 
Lois Peterson 
Odin Heim 

Carol Bickler 
Wayne Lee 

Kila Krebsbach Geary 
Jay Hight 

Chris Jacklovich 
Edith March 

Gary Luetzen 
Richard Lysne 
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  2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Baptisms 5 11 18 17 12 14 9 3 

Funerals 14 18 15 13 17 10 7 3 

Weddings 3 4 3 2 0 2 3 0 

Number of Confirmed 4 7 15 6 12 16 5 11 

Average in person  Attendance 127 135 163 145 61 75 76 76 

Average Online Attendance     109 44 23 19 

Total Average Attendance 

(online & in person)  

    170 119 99 95 

Now in Confirmation 31 34 38 34 35 32 31 23 

Baptized Members 946 593 626 637 645 649 653 655 

Confirmed Members 804 494 517 518 517 526 526 530 

Households 297 247 256 265 261 257 253 245 

Transferred In: Baptized 1 3 22 11 0 3 0 10 

Transferred In: Confirmed 6 5 17 5 0 3 0 5 

Transferred Out: Baptized 0 1 0 10 4 4 0 3 

Transferred Out: Confirmed 0 7 0 5 2 2 1 3 

Statistical Adjustment Baptism  -353 +5 0 +2 0 +3 0 

Statistical Adjustment Conf.  -303 +5 0 +3 +1 +3 0 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION REPORT 2023 

      WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES                                 
 

 5:30 Worship Saturday                                   
 10:00 Worship Sunday– In person and YouTube live                                     
 Lent Wednesday  
        
 

Communion is offered twice a month while we search for a Pastor.  
Home Communion is available by request. 
 
 

TEACHING 
 

 Sunday School:  25 Confirmation: 23 
 10:15 Sunday school Sept. thru May  
 

MEMBERSHIP TOTALS 
                                                                    Baptized        Confirmed 
 Membership on 12-31-22                       653           526 
    Accession in 2023                 13            15 
    Losses in 2023             11             11 
    Statistical Adjustment          0                       0 
 Membership on 12-31-23                       655           530 

FACTS & FIGURES of the MINISTRY FOR 2023 
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TRANSFERS 
In:  
 Jesse Berg 
 Emily Berg 
 Jett Berg 
 Thad Berg 
 Tore Knudsen 
 Finn Knudesn 
 Gunnar Knudsen 
 Silas Knudsen 
 Gillian Knudsen-Lavik 
 Dean Halstengard 
Out: 
 Gloria Everson 
 Sue Lynn White 
 Brian White 
    

CONFIRMED STUDENTS: 
 Kenley Beeter 
 Aiden Brown 
 Caleb Brown 
 Tessa Clemens 
 Hailee Cree 
 Elizabeth Hanson 
 Alex Leier 
 Jenna Lohnes 
 Barrett Myre 
 Emily Ulland 
 Eric Ulland 
 
FUNERALS:  
Members:  
 Claudette Merck 
 Robert “Yabo” Gjellstad 
 Lois Peterson 
 Carol Bickler 
 Vincent Kangas 
 Clifford Gjellstad 
 Wayne Lee 
 Neal Feist 
  

Non-members:  
 Irene Ellison 
 Georgiann Dixie Desilets 
 
BAPTISMS:  
 Baylor Schell 
 Emmett Weidler 
 Greta Sue Ystaas 
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Notes & Questions 
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