
“Be grateful everyday.”

Oak Valley Lutheran Church

the messenger

September 2026

Worship Services office hours ov youth

Sunday Worship: 10:00 am
 Fellowship 9:15am

Saturday Worship: 5:30pm

9:00-11:00 am 
Monday & Wednesday

Confirmation student & parent
meeting Sept 2

Sunday School starts Sept 13

Food Pantry - Item
of the Month

Donate Cans of
Tomato or Cream of

Mushroom Soup
Drop off in the

entryway.
Thanks for your

donations.

No 
Lutefisk
Dinner 
this year



“Be grateful everyday.”

 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
 and do not rely on your own insight.

In all your ways acknowledge him,
 and he will make straight your paths

Proverbs 3:5-6
 
 

 

 

Pastor’s MessageOak Valley Lutheran Church September 2026

I recently learned that the Ferris Wheel made it’s debut at the 1893 World’s Fair in Chicago. The wheel stood
264 feet high. There were 36 passenger cars. Each held up to 60 people! Even this big wheel at the North
Dakota State Fari would pale in comparison to this monster of a machine. My heart beat rises just thinking
about being on this ride. 
 
While I don’t particularly love riding on a ferris wheel, I have found that they teach me about trust. Once I’m
strapped my spot, I need to trust that the ride will do what it was made to do. I will be held in place, as we go
up and down and around again. I may not be in control for a while, and that is okay. When I can trust the ride,
my heart beat can settle and a really can enjoy the ride. 
 
Proverbs 3 reminds us to “Trust in the Lord.” God knows us. God cares for us. To trust in the Lord is to know
that we will be held through the ups and downs and round and round of life. It is to let go of being in control,
of relying solely on our own insight. Instead, we turn to God’s Word to guide our life and our decisions. 
 
This fall, in our worship services on Saturdays and Sundays, we will turn again to the teachings of Jesus. At the
core of God’s Word is forgiveness, radical grace, wide welcome, and generosity. To put our trust in the Lord is
to live our lives aligned with God’s love. God’s ways sometimes seem foolish in compared to the ways of this
world. Yet, when we follow in God’s ways, we find the ride of our lives become filled with more joy and peace
and less worry and fear. 
 
Oak Valley Lutheran Church, it is my deepest privilege to be church with you! In the midst of a complicated
world, God has set us here to live and to love faith-full-y. Thanks for being YOU. Thanks for your commitment
to this church community, as together we seek to trust in the Lord.
 
With deep gratitude,
Pastor Emmy
 
PS: A prayer for our church community this fall: 
Gracious and holy God, give us diligence to seek you, wisdom to perceive you, and patience to wait for you.
Grant us, O God, a mind to meditate on you; eyes to behold you; ears to listen for your word; a heart to love
you; and a life to proclaim you; through the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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1 Linda Beall
Collette Canevelo

Mark Knorr
2 Jay Clark

Alice Selberg
Damien Sola

4 Justin Helseth
Remington Schmidt

5 David Kramer
9 Tracy Krueger
12- Karley Colby

12- Leonard Pedersen
13 Karli Weidler

16 Anna Hansen

1- Curt  & Karen Kittelson
6- Paula & Todd Martinson
10- Kyle & Ashley Beeter
16- Cara & Taylor Bauer
17- Jamie & Amy Guttormson
119- Ron & Maria Norbury
23- Bill & Cindy Bechtold
24- Megan & Shawn Buchmeier
25- Kara & Galen Thomas
26- Breanne & Jake Burns
29- John & Jodi Grunseth
30- Cheyl & Ossie Vinesett

17 Beckett Krueger
Shawn Vedaa

18 Julie Anderson
Janet Hazel

Danya Krumwiede
Todd Martinson

Jenn Weigel
19 Carsten Espeseth

Rylee Fransten 
Jaxson Sola
20 John Kerr

21 Cindy Bechtold
Beckham DuchshererPrayer Group

If you are interested in joining
in the Prayer Group Ministry of
Oak Valley Lutheran Church,
please leave your Cell Phone

Number with the Church Office.
Either call or drop off a note!
We'll get you added to the Text

Message Group. 

Oak Valley LYO-Info Meeting
9-12th Grade Student & Parent

Sunday, September 13
6:00 Meal & Meeting in Fellowship Hall

22 Adalyn Buchmeier
Karen Leier

Kara Thomas 
12 Janelle Wunderlich
26 Dakotah Aaseth 

Carson Hildre
Jersey Selzler

27 Hailee Cree
Alyson Heisler

Hudson Weidler
Kolter Weidler

29 Joe Zietz
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Ways To Give
QR CODE
www.oakvalleylutheranchurch.org
Vanco Mobile App
Mail 400 Main St N, Velva, ND 58790 

As of 08/31/2026 (includes all monies
received in every fund):

Average money needed to meet 2026
guideline proposals per week: $7,115.98
Average Amount received in 2026 per

week: $7,170.32
Difference per week: +$54.34

http://115.0.0.98/
http://170.0.0.32/
http://54.0.0.34/
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9:15 Sunday 
School

9:15 Sunday 
School

9:15 Sunday 
School



Oak Valley Lutheran Church
400 Main St N, Velva, ND 58790

Phone: 701-338-2143
Email: Oakbranches@srt.com

 
Pastor Emmy Swedlund

Phone: 701-552-2419
 

Website: www.oakvalleylutheranchurch.org
 

Oak Valley Staff
Tracy Ulland– Financial Administrator: 626-1820 

Amy Heisler– Custodian
 
 
 

Oak Valley Congregational 
Council Members

 

Bonnie Pedersen- President, Class ‘27
Carmen Redding-Vice President, Class‘29

Pam Podoll, Secretary, Class ‘28
Tore Knudsen, Treasurer, Class ‘28

Kerry Clark, Class ‘29
Jim Everson, Class ‘27 

Clay Rohrbeck, Class ‘27
Carlotta Olson Class ‘28

Justin Pfeilschiefter Class ‘29
Matthew Benson Class ‘29

 

Oak Valley Committees 
Stewardship & Evangelism Council Liaison - Kerry Clark, Pam Podoll

Property & Building Committee -Sanford Slinde, Clay Rohrbeck, Tore Knudsen, John Ulland
Food Pantry Council Liaison - Kerry Clark

Personnel Committee Chair and Liaison - Matt Benson
Worship & Music Council Liaison - Carmen Redding

Altar Guild Chair - Jackie Schmaltz
Youth & Family/Christian Education Council Liaison - Bonnie Pedersen, Pam Podoll

Archives & History - Denise Krumwiede, Tracy Ulland
Oak Valley Woman - Norma Rist, Gail Slinde
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